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HIS Poem was only defigned at the firſt, to be an Anſwer to a 
Hen of Mr: Por e's in his celebrated Eſſay on Man; i which 
that moſt ingenious and admirable. Poet ſuppoſes the preſent States 
de natural and moral World, to be as perfect as their Cre- 
tor originally defigned them, and their Relation to the general 

E 3 SIRE Order of tbe. Univerſe would admit. It was my Opinion not on- 
that the Atheiſt might be more reaſonably. argued with on the contrary Hypothe- 
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j; But chat the Dęiſt might be brought by this Means to à better Notiou F re- 


veakd Religion; which 7s entirely built on a Suppoſition of the Degeneracy and 
Corruption of Man, and gives us the moſt rational Account of the Irregularities 
180 The were 5 of Nature and the Pr efent unhappy Condition of Man have Been 3 
long urged as Arguments that a good and perfett Being could not be the Author 


and Diſorders of Nature, conſequent upon that Degentraty and Corruption. 


_ » Hoc tamen ex ipſis zli rationibus auſim e 
Confirmare, aliisque ex rebus reddere multis, mm 
Nequaquam nobis Divinitus eſſe paratam 

LNaturam rerum, tanta ftat prædita Culpa. 


Quod fi jam rerum ignorem Primordia quæ ſint, 


- The ſame Ps e having produced ſome particular Inſtances to confirm this 
Aﬀeertion, takes Notice of the unhappy Circumſtances of Man at his Birth, 
and obſerves that his crying when he comes into the World is a fit Preſage of the 
many £vils he 35 to ſuffer in it. FV | 


Tum porro Puer: ut ſævis projectus ab undis 
LEE Navita, nudus humi jacet infans, indigus omni 
Vitali Auxilio, cum primum in luminis Oras 
Nixibus ex alyo matris Natura PRO ate 
- +++ Vagiruque locum Iugubri complet, ut œquun 
Cui tantum in vita reſtat tranſ ire malorum. 
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A1. $i 7o TH of the - 5 theſe 401 5 like 5 don 
this Principle, as the general, | Fe of bis. reaſoning 725 tha 2 he 


| Intended to make the Univerye infinite Miu 7 750 Che elt 
Cor weiſen 74 m that was — 7 Fog wrt 4 Hen there. muſt neceſſarily 
Be A Fulngſt or Coherence, or regular Gradations: E 1 27 T, * 

70 one another, from th hug Be dec, \ andþ1 a Tn \ | 
Fulneſ3, an” / ch" Exp 132 it Was neceſary DBP” Hon, : 
as Man. r ee 5 

Is would nor bes very. difficult, if it was neceſſay ' 26"ſhew 1 8 neſs, 
at leaſt; "of th Pri h 4, if iowa / he 2 only the Im om 
not the Exils of our ok 40 85 


Wiſdom forming the Beto (0 V. ie Syſtem, that Evil ſhould any whe or in a 
Degree, be admitted 15100 uch 4e ? It is m0 true Wiſdom in 2 to be t 


Author and Contriver of what is bad, much leſs is it ſuch in God, the e 5 


Bie Fountain of all Good, aud all Perfection. ; — 

Tf Evils proceeded from the ee Intention and Appoint eu- 
they mußt either argue a Defet? of Goodneſs, or o 7 Wiſdom Tn , 
in his Power, fo to have contrived the Syſtem of the World, ts" Yo evented 


thoſe Evils; his not preventing them argues u De fett of | hy; Gon 5 If be 
could not have mad Things without theſe Imperfections and . bis thus 


Sr 


making them ar ues. a Defeft of his M Nadom. But a0 one 
oe on HE. Hep in God, Hers jo ti at Dijet of 


Per Kachel x Ac 
| 1 Eg Evil i 18 woiverſal Good; or with my J by . = 
is abſolute! it is any where good in any other, or in 80 


the 3 
Fo. the Dip roof. of The real "Es itence of Evil. 
2 "Sp 


in o Bol, i 0) # the 155 e, be Suffe ers. ty it. 1; 3 2 — God Tos 2 — 
af Goods. 
257 Thing t 640 Vo that God can e Good out of the Evil 15 


Goo Tg ch be could not ęſßeli without it 

4 ou 6 95 more for the Honour of the divine Perfectiuns : to 2 that 
his Works," when they firſt came out of bis Hands, were much more pure aud per- 
fee, that we” now ſee them; and if we can Lars any Cauſe of their Deprabati- 
on, it-would ſurely zſpire us with. . amiable Iaęas of hb great and good Crea- 
tor to-think that Order, 6 Happineſs. proce, from, him ; and that 
Diſorder, Deformity a * 2 — from # Searce ; Not from any 
evil Principle, as ſome ave 5 6 r, Lqunterwork 1 7 the Deſigns of a good Prin- 
ciple, hut from the Abuſe 7 5 Liberty in the Creatures, which was the Oc- 
caſtou both of their own-per ſong 49 772 ders, and the Riſordors Rewohlein the 
preſent Frome and C 1 8 — of Nature. 85 


But tho there are mam D Dyorders. in the TE . orld, is: is far - from being. : 


Being. There are ſtill mfmite Beauties init to engage our Admiration of. its great 
Author. The humane Hody is a. Sy/tem of Matter, 2 with admirable Art 


7 difordered « as not THEE aly to appear the Work of an intel]. ge ent and wiſe 
and Contrivance ; and Jt to how many Diſeaſes a 


Nature, and you, will ws more be offended with ter\Irregularities, than with the... 
OE. of 2 oun . Tou will e no * "_ from, one than 
| * 


Wb by 
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to account fam Hut bow will it follo W, rom inpnite 


5 75 it was 


auſe of Euil, in order to make it fa ES | 


Diforgers #5 it obnoxious ! . : 
But do we conclude from theſe Diſeaſes and Diſorders, that there; is no Art and 
Contrivance in the Formation and Strufure of it R Apply but this Obſerpati % 


4 = 
S - "De 


VFW in 
5 5 5 5 x | FY 2 : 5 3 k 3 IX) 2 | ; 8 | 
the other, but will find Matter enough, for Wonder in both to make you reverence and 
adore that Being, who in great Wiſdom has mag? all Things ; many incont fable 
Evidences of which are A vi/ible amidf al ide Deformities and Diſorders 


But it may be gueſſioned, t bat, if there ix the Appearance of ſo much Evil in 
theWorld, Fob DO we toknow 11 the Maker ebe . FM not thei im- 
mediate Cauſe of all the Evil that is in it? The Anſwer to which 5 That 
we know it from a due Confideration of 'the preſent State of our o inds ; the 
Impreſſions that are till left there, concerning Goodneſs, J T7 ce , and other moral 
Excellencies, giving us a very juſt Votion of the divine =Per en end being a 
convincing” and ſtrong Evidence, that there are ſuch Per fettions in the divine Ma- 
ture. Befrdes, the Concluſſon drawn from the Weakmeſs of our Reaſon, and the 
Strength and Prevalency of our Paſſions, that we are in a diſordered, lapſed Con- 
dition, being ju/# and rational in 4 as well as aſſented to by many of the great- 
eft Heathen hiloſophers, it is very obvious to infer that all the Evils and Diſ- 
orders of the natural World can be no other than the Conſequences of the Depra- 
vity and 1 of the wu 5 : OL: 

I am far from charging Mr. Poys with writing with any Deſign again/# 
Chriſtianity 25 1 He Builds upon ſuch Principles 5 appear 1 2 — 3 
deſtructive of the Foundation of the Chriſtian Syſtem, he muſt excuſe them if they 
bew their Diſite of 1 Principles, and endeavour that ſuch Writings as bis © 
may not be nadè an ill Uſe ＋. to the Prejudice of that Religion, far which. they 


Have the mo awful Regard and Veneration. Had another Writer. af dels Re- 
 putation' auc " Fifluence in the World, advanced the ſame Notions it. wauld have 
been leſs mbterjal to have taken > Notice of him; but Mr. Pop E is too confide- 
rable to bé nepleffed in ſuch a Gaſe; as he is the firſt Man one would deſire 
to have engaged in a good Cauſe, and the laſt one would chnſe to maintain a © 
Bad onrν. 5 ſuaded, that in what I oppoſe him, his Intention was truely 

'  commendab}Þ, And that he thought it for the Honour of God to vindicate his Pro- 
ceedings in the Manner he has done. I defire no more than that he will think as 
candidly of this Oppoſition; and as for the Reaſonableneſs of either his. Hypothe- 
s or mine, that muſt be left to our Readers, to whom J * be glad to be a- 
Ble to give the ſame Poetical Eatertainment that be bas done; but I am ſo far 
from pretending any Competition with him this Way, that I profeſs myſelf to be 
in the firſt Rank of bis Admirers, and inſtead of expecting the Reader to ap- 
prove the following Poem, J. ſhall 5 5 it a ſufficient Favour from him, if he 
will be ſo indulgent as to excuſe its many Imper fections. | 
The Scheme of Fitneſs bas ſo near a Relation to Mr. Porz's Hypotheſes, 
that T have thought it proper to confider them both together. They both agree in 
this, that every Thing is now in its firſt intended State of Fitneſs ; but in this 1 
conceive they differ, in not ſuppoſing the ſame Original of Fitneſs. Mr. Port 
ſeems to have no Notion of abſiraft Reaſons and Natures of Things, which ſome 
late Mriters of different Deſigns and Principles have been ſo fond of. On this 
| Scheme, which has juſt as much Modeſty as Philoſophy in it, Things are ſuppoſed 
to be eternally fit or unfit, reaſonable or unreaſonable, independent not only on the 
Hill, but even the Being of God. I ſhall give but one Inſtance, that I may not 
Be too tedious, ont of numberleſs that might be produced what a bad Uſe has been 
made of this ſtrange Notion, to ſhew that a divine Revelation is abſolutely needles. 
Fit is tht Reaſon, ſays one, on the-Fitneſs of the Thing, that makes it a di- 
vine Law, then they who never heard F any external Revelation and know from 
the Nature of "Things what is * fit fer them to do, know all that God will or 
te can require of them.” Having obſerved thus much of this Scheme to the Read- 
er, 1 ſhall refer him to the Poem ond Notes, to ſee what I a Le * | 


— 


— 


5 1 
* . 4 
* W 
% 
2 32 
NN. 
1 oy 
* * 
. + 
. V 
. _ * 
"| 
* <3 
P k 
» © * 
. 
% & * 
1 * - 
1 ' 
7 
> 
* 
1 * 
* 
\ 
4 
. = 
- 
* 
\ 
2 
J * 
4 


; * 
© 4 . * 
£ > * A 10 08 


> 
4 + — \ 
Y x Ka 
3 eu 
23 * Wy 1 32 * 


* * 
x ae" 8 e V3 WS 
X 13 1 i S 
Li 43-0: oct N 8 


. WS 


7 41, LAROIHIIV, 


bs , 
« - x © <*; * * 
„e 1 '4 * + 4 44 _ 
. 34% ff at *# WOFs 
» | EY ANN (7 
„ Fenn 
. . 
1 8 A2 
. \\ * "A i Ub GE ; 3 b, 3 v3 S 
11 — 3 2 * * 
x Ws * \ 8 
» * wo 
3 1 . er. N 2 2 
9 \ ».1 4 433 % 5 


* : RY een 


a *, A 
* ** * * * — ey 
* * 8 Wr 7 
4 4 FRY 4 
San ann IVA "> SY 
— = 2 9 St * 1 : 
5 * * * 2 4 OY 5 9 
es nee 
* * \ J 1 * 
> 110 1 N 
: * e 4 * Y 4 
K k N 
2 OY — * . 3 4 3 $\ 7 
Ke - av 4 E * uy 
* 43 7 833 
bl 7” {$I Wy? 
1 * 1 * 4 480 * 
* 7 
2 1 1 — 
„„ Ph 5 45 
2 A S OY 
: : * 0 * "TS $44? 
| FA 
* 2 * * 
5 1 — * 
2 5 1 414 * 
» * * pA * 
k 1 
l 1 hr 4 4 
* 1 1 1 4 
N L N 41 
i A . 3 5 4% 
y i IJ 3 : >.» Vw 
18 a : 
i o & i 
* 4 woes YE 1 74 
— * 4 6, % "W 4 , 
, EO EET TL Jobs 54 
\ x * * * — 
* er. 
Nee 4 4.» 12841 
. * — 
» 2 * 20 NN 
5 5 o N r 
1 * > . kd < * 
4 SO LID VAF 
* 8 3 + 7 * 
* 4 
L LY. % 
FELT a 3 7 8 AS 2 "I 
1 J Sennen 
5 * - * & 
4 Ds 5 f 1 
. ha * * * 2 8 3 
* U L * 
* 7 f . 4 i +"? * . LG 
v * 
» 1 * — N Nr 1 * 
? 9 ? * + 
v 5 A + * 1 WAS) 
* —_— — a 
— 
7 » * * 
\ + | 
of 
+ » 4 - 
13 PRI, — 
* * * , ; 
* 
5 9 ww ? = EEK. 
- x N 
x: * F 5 : * * * 
3 et BY +4 . k 
* * % % ” * 
6 * 
\ 7 
I * 61 £ 
« 
: \ „ * A 
oy i * 
2 4 K 
2 V 1 FS 4 — 2 
. * * + 
— 
N * 
< A 
\ a * 4 4 © cs - 
ED : : 
4 
. ; 3 
. 
* * 
£ 
4 . ; 
- 0 $494 £45 { 
4 \ * 
p Y N 
85 
$a © as & 
13 * 4 
" * 
* e 10 
3 3 3 1 
\ 5 
b 3 
= Y 1 
& n * 
4 
* a . 
P n & 
4 * 3 
n - „ 
7 * * 
5 
" — 
0 3 4 £ 
8 . 
- 
* . * 8 
0 9 o * 
5 5 
m * . 5 ov 
* . 4 33 ak & L „ 
s pf 
4 14 * 
1 3 
. = : 
* 
5 4 * 
E 
* 
* 
- * - * 
* 
< * / , 
« 4 | 
. = * 
1 
— ; 
* 
* . ; 
a 5 * 
1 4 . 
4 > 
l 4 
5 * 5 2 
* . k * 2 
3 , * | %. - f 
; * 
. 3 
* * Y 
, 
4 
v3 92 4 7 OS 
{4 1 
c : & 
* S * 
D * 
« 5 0 
j 5 i 
4 v 1 
” % 4 1 1 
5 * *s * 0” 
* * * * 
1 
. * 4 
+ 
* n 
* 
by : 1 ö 2 
by . 


- 


ed 15220 2 


« * o _m_ * 
ne 211 1 1131. 


"2 $005 8 ek . 'S 
TEL #2 C 11 \ ALLE 
3&3 32 LL 5 II ESE dat bF# - 3 fi 31 H 19 FE 80 
. 


1 

E. K Tune Ee, Go," 
Tim Vi moy* 1, or cert E youth. 
17 : 1 5 Ero. „„ Fg 


L * ful Sun ahh © 5 I . 44 


1 * * 1 4 3 . 


A 1 | {I VI * 
5 £7 þ ws, EW. 313 14 ay ; 
Q . His radiant ourney belt re ejoicd to ru 


* 
Ats 


- 
ny 
& * 1 = 


0 N22 
flam' d r round Es each glowing g Pole, 


er ſtarry ju, 


Ee 
ire a 9. I Fd K* 3 
Or e er the circhng BY cars gan to roll; rl 


* 
r 


1 12 Nee . 1 3 2 257 
All-glorious on Fe is brig t 7 9 | 

942 „ BORD 2 29G TYS 

Great Being Iucreate, | e Godh dhead Thone ; e, 


With boundleſs and elental Glories brig it; 
Original of Day, and Fount of Light; F _ 


LOT? IF VO: * 
Alone ſufficient, and his Blis compleat, RE... 
J | LIL a I 


For Dirninution or Tncre e too great: . 
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ſs only he creates; | . 3 
5 8 0 l 111 . 
Ac his Cola e ier t Nature waits: 


r B "= Crea- 
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The Charms of Ord er and Perfection] th 
With loud Acclaim the Heavens reſounding ri ng, 
While Choirs of rapt and wondring Angels ſing; 20 
Angels, with pure Celeſtial Radiance bright, 


| Beholding Go D, and walking 1 in his f 
Say, ye Great I of rs, and Miniſters above! 2 


Say, 5 not Wiſdom 5 i 2 ; n 


Say, is th Eternal and Om cient God ob, 8 1 | 
Its bleſſed Fountain, and i its bright Abode? ns 


Or was he taught his Knowledge, ſhown the WA... 
Whence Underſtanding gave its beamy Day? | _ 30 
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Know theh, of Gon, ye! Sons « of mortal Pride: 13 
Lis Nature is his Law, his Will his Guide. 
He, by his own eſſential Wiſdom w; wi 3 


Stretcht out the Heav't Ds, and 8 
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Thal "te JIN always ſhone; 25 
* Its Glories underiy d, its Rays its own; 
Nothing extrinſical exciting Thought, 
Or ſhowing Gon the great 3 8 3 70 
Hanſel this univerſal Frame deſign d; 
Its great Exemplar ; in his perfect Mind 
Whoſe Charms let Heathen Prety declare; 


n thus eternal Fair. . | 45 


Go ke chou! 9 Gin thy Hate * i 
Nor tremble to dethrone the World's eee 3 
80, thy Juperior Principle explore, 
Teach Gos to know, and guide creating Powr r 
AddSubject be the World 's great Sov'reign made, 50 
By abftrafl, antecedent Reaſons Sway'd: —— 
No more the firſt, ſupreme obliging Cauſe, 
But now by Fitueſs govern'd and its Laws. 


| Go, and ſuppaſe no Gop; and then maintain, 3 : 


That t moral. Good and N ſtill remain : $6: 
: | . Dum 123 lum 20 gu dem 1 | 
. Dun ſapit, ipſe-ateo Sapientia tceum oft, 
U nuſſuam queat ab 7 divellier ipſe. Vida. 
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| * The Reader is here deſired to diſtinguiſh inguiſh that Firneſs, which eee the preſent 
Appearances of Things to be all according to the original D of our Creator, from 


that Fitneſs of Permiſſion or Appointment, conſequential upon Abuſe of moral Li- 
berty; the former of which is only oppoſed here. 

F Thisalludes to a certain Writer, who rejects all thoſe Parts of Scripture, as unin- 
ſpired, which he cannot reconcile to his favourite Scheme of Fitneſs. | 
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